ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

| WANT TO BUILD/IRENOVATE, WHERE DO | START?

WHAT 19 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BUILDING DESIGNER, A DRAFTSPERSON
AND AN ARCHITECT?

DO ARCHITECTS PREFER LARGER JOBS?
WHAT 1S YOUR ARCHITECTUAL STYLE?

CAN ARCHITECTS WORK FROM PHOTOS OF HOUSES OFF THE INTERNET TO CREATE SOME-
THING THAT LOOKS THE SAME?

WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE GIVEN TO AN ARCHITECT?
HOW DO | SET MY BUDGET?

WHAT ARE ROUGH PROJECT TIMEFRAMES?

WHAT 1S TOWN PLANNING AND WHAT 1S INVOLVED IN THAT PROCESS?

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OWNER BUILDER, PREFERRED CONTRACTOR AND NE-
GOTIATED TENDERERS?

WHAT OTHER CONSULTANTS DOES MY PROJECT NEED?
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO USE AN ARCHITECT?

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO START BUILDING?

HOW DO YOU FIND BUILDERS FOR MY PROJECT?

| HAVE EXISTING DRAWINGS, CAN | PROVIDE THEM AND ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR YOU TO
DO THEM?
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

| WANT TO BUILD/RENOVATE, WHERE DO | START?

A lot of the clients that | tak to at the beginning of a process dont know where to
start when they want to buid or renovate. The Hrst s+ep is to rin Bespoke Archi-
tects, give me a brief overview of what it is that you want o do a rough timeline
and thé site address. The next step is for me to come to site, meet yod, your fam-
iy, tak about your brief in a lot of detail, tak about budget, tak about +own Plan—
ning restrictions, maybe tak about certain aspeds of your own site and what your
neighlaours are oloing and from that mee+ing we can sort of buid up a briet for

YOU.

WHAT 1S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BUILDING DESIGNER, A DRAFTSPERSON,
AND AN ARCHITECT?

One of the guestions | get asked a lot is what is the difference between a buidin
designer a dmﬁ-sperson and an architect? A Iauilding designer and a draftsperson
are ‘essentialy the same thing. A dersPerson is kind of just an older title that we
used to use and now you usé the term lauilding desi_?ner. 0 become a building de-
signer it's a two-year TAFE course, or +hree—year AFE course now, it's actual
what | studied first. There is a reall s+ron9 focus on the TAFE course on how 1o
document a buiding and how 1o do that really wel. That's kind of it for a drafts-
person and then you can go on i¥ you wish to, ke | did, 1o university and do the five

ear architecture course. W's actually a double degree course that's got a bachelor's
degree and a master's degree. The focus at university, or at least af Deakin where
| studied, was a lot more on design so really thinking through the design of the build-
ings that we were resenﬁng rather than how we document them or Produce the
dmwings. After you’ve finished your universi degree ou then go on and have a
couple of vears of experience and then sit for your registration exam through the
Architects Registration Board of Victoria n our case and that's a three Par+ exam
so we need a wo-year logbook of experience we ac+ual|y do a written exam and
then we do an oral exam as wel and at that Poin+ you are now an architect.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

DO ARCHITECTS PREFER LARGER JOBS OR ARE THEY HAPPY TO DO THE
SMALLER JOBS AS WELL?

A lot of the initiadl Phone calls that we receive here at Bespoke Architects theyre
from clients wondering whether Perhaps their Projed is too small and we only focus
on Iarger roijects and the answer is deﬁnﬁe{l—y not. We'll consider and have done in
the Pas+ a wide range of Pro_]ed-s. The ke or Us is are \(\ou as a client Passionoﬁ-e
is the [Drojed in+eres+in9 and are we going 1o be able to ¢ a|lenge each other and
the brief and the budget and achieve a great result. So it's certainly not somethin
that has to do with scale or even loudge - H really is about the Passion and the drive.

WHAT IS YOUR ARCHITECTURAL STYLE?

A lot of clients ring Bespoke Architects after having viewed our website. And one
of their ques+ions is what is your architectural style? M response 1o that is our
Pro_]eds on our website demonstrate a wide range of s+\/les. And that is the s+yle
of each and every one of those individual clients. We look forward to the challenge
of discoverin your s le with you and +aking ou on that J'ourney and Providing you
with a really well +houg t out edited version o your s+\/le.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

I'D UKE TO BULD A HOME THAT'S SIMILAR TO ONE I'VE SEEN ON THE INTERNET -
CAN ARCHITECTS WORK FROM PHOTOS OF HOUSES TO CREATE SOMETHING THAT
LOOKS THE SAME?

One of the initial conversations | have with clients that a Proach Bespoke Architects
is | have m inspim-Hon, | have this dream home. Can | provide you with that image?
And can you work with that? And that is a most definite yes. 'm a very visual per-
son and | +horou9hl enjo being able to communicate with my clients visually and
share a vision +oge her. One of the tools | use a lot is Pinterest and that enables me
o communicate with my clients better by asking them 1o pin a lot of the images
that +hey really ke and then to discuss what it is in those images that +hey’re reall\/
+ryin9 to achieve with their Pro_]ed-.

WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE GIVEN TO AN ARCHITECT?

[ ge+ a lot of Phone cals from People who have jus+ laoughi- their dream Projec-h and
they're +rippin9 over adl their ideas, and what it is that +hey heed to tel me in order
for me 1o tel™them what it is they need to know.

The first +hin9 you need to tell me is your address from that Piece of information,
| can do some background research on Ianning and zoning and ge+ some overall sort
of macro information together so that when we meet on site we can go into more
of the micro detail around the Pro'ec+. We con tak about the things like the Plamin
overlays and zoning. We can tak about the fall of the site. We can tak about the
brief and the budaget. We can tak about the short-term and long-term uses of the
house. And of course your s+y|e and what it is that you envisage on the site.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

HOW DO | SET MY PROJECT BUDGET?

A lot of the phone cadlls that | receive are eople that have a readly clear idea of
their rojed- in ferms of a brief and what they're not so sure on'is their budget.
So atter I've met with you for the first time, Il come back to my office and Il
Prc:fare for you a pro osal that outlines all the services that Bespoke Architects

fFLers. Il adso list al the Consutants your speciﬁc Pro_]ed’s going ‘o require as well
as you’re Planning fees and zour builahng PermiJr fees and then [lM el you how much
your Pro_]ed- is going to cost.

WHAT ARE ROUGH PROJECT TIMEFRAMES?

As Par+ of the pro osal Bespoke Architects can prepare for clients includes things
ke a project time +rame. Now that does vary from project to Projed- dependin
on location and scope whether we need to get Plannin whether we don't. | wil also
dePend on time frames for the clients o ex+ernal|y make decisions that they need
to inform the design with. As well as things ke how long consutants are taking to
rovide that external information that we need to Pu+ ogether the package of in-
formation. Geelong is really lousy at the moment in terms of a bit of a boom and so
documentation is aking that little bit Ionger, but it's well worth the wait.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

WHAT IS TOWN PLANNING AND WHAT IS INVOLVYED IN THE PROCESS?

A lot of clients that approach Bespoke Architects are a little unsure on what +own
Planning is and whether it actualy affects their Projed. So town Planning has zonin
and overla\/s that affect every property in every location and +hey have certain
+r19 ers that reguire a fown planning application be prepared and be submitted. At
Bespoke Architects we Pride ourselves on working hand-in-nand with councils £from a
very earl\/ Poirﬂ- in the concept design o maoke sire that what we're Proposing isn't
going 1o raise any 9ian+ red ags and hold up clients and their Projedrs moving for-
ward.

WHAT 1S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OWNER BUILDER, PREFERRED CONTRACTOR
AND NEGOTIATED TENDERERS?

Id lke to +ak briefly about the difference between a PreFerred buider, a tender
scenario and owner builder. So PrePerred builder is when the clients have a buider in
mind for their Projed- and we start taking to them realy early on in the documen-
tation process. A tender scenario is when"we get all our documentation finished, then
we take the project to market to +ry and select a buider that's r19h+ for our Proj—
ect And finadly #'s the owner buider. So the client is in fact the bdider +hey don't
have to pay +he buiders margin, but +he\/ do take on a lot more risk around insur-
ance.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

WHAT OTHER CONSULTANTS DOES MY PROJECT NEED?

As part of the ProEosal Bespoke Architects prepares for new clients is a list of
other consutants that your Pro'ed is goin +o need. Now this varies from Pro'fd
to Projed-. In general terms each project needs to start with a land surveyor. As
we're movin orward +hrough documentation we need a geotechnical engineer and a
structural engineer. Depending on your speciﬁc site it ma require a civi engineer as
wel. Every project wil heed a building surveyor. You may need a Iandscape architect.
At Bespoke Architects we have a range of preferred consubtants that we can Pu+
forward to you to use, but you’re more than welcome to use any of your own.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO USE AN ARCHITECT?

A lot of people cold call Bespoke Architects and say how much do you charge. That
realy is a Projed dependen+ resEonse. The best way for us to establish that number
is ac+ually to meet on-site, tak through the brief, your Projed- requiremen+s in detail.
Il come back and prepare for you a fixed fee sum, that wil outine all the stages
that Bespoke Architects offer from the very start, which is existing conditions or
concePJr right through to contract admin which is when the buiding's Finished. Wheth-
er ?/ou want to engage us for al those s+ages is up to you, but af least you’ve 901- a
realy clear idea at the start movin@ forward what to allow for.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO START BULDING?

One of the reoccurrin ques-Hons we 9e+ at Bespoke Architects is how long does it
toke to start buiding? oPeFull that's not the basis for decision making on™the con-
sultant that you use. This process, the documentation process, is ver ependenJr on
the size of the project and whether lanning is required or not. Ws also where we
solve all the foreseeable Prolalems for the Pro_]ed movin@ forward. So the longer we
taoke working out the detall in documentation the smoother the build should go. For
most residential Projeds it's about a 1Z-month process.

HOW DO YOU FIND BUILDERS FOR MY PROJECT?

Bespoke Architects have a suite of buiders that we've worked with over the years
on a variety of rojeds. We find it's very much about marrying the correct buider
with the correc Pro_]ed-. However, if youre a client and you have a buider that vou
wont to use please put their name forward. We would love the oppor+uni+y to expand
the number of buiders that we work with. I¥ you're a buider and youre hs+enin9 ‘o
this there is actualy a spot on our website where you can get in contact with Gs
and show us a portfolio of work that you’ve done so that we can contact you g]
the future for the next lot of exciJrin@ designs that we're coming up with.
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ARCHITECTS

ASK A BESPOKE ARCHITECT

| HAVE EXISTING DRAWINGS CAN | PROVIDE THEM AND ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR
YOU TO DO THEM?

Bespoke Architects doesn't accep+ exiering conditions drawings from renovation cli-
ents. The exis+in9 conditions dmwin95 are real|y critical part of the design and the
documentation process, thev're the foundation. The actual cost and the Fime to do
the exiering dmwinas is quH-e minimal in the scheme of the project. It we don't have
that accuracy at the start, there is a chance that the project timeline and the Pro'—
ect laudgeJr will blow out when the Projed is on site and the discrepancies arise.
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